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.Abstract 

Young swedes have postponed first birtti.s ju.st as young people have 

done in otr1er countries. This paper argues that this develo:r;:rr.ient has its 

bac:Kground in the at ti tuciinal changes that were precipitated by the re­

cent 1 y-won individual efficient control over childbearing. Some of these 

changes are consequences of deliberate public policies, others have emer­

ged through sliding norms, usually in concert wi t:r1 but sometimes well 

ahead of similar developnents in other countries. The changes have worR.ed 

in two important ways. First, the expectation of permanent labor force 

participation and the connection of maternity rig.r:i.ts with job-holding en­

courages women to work towards a :firm :foothold in t:rie labor marKet before 

entry into rmtherr1ood. Secondly, the lower non:ral conmi tment level of the 

new R.ind of early nonrnari tal union t.i.as led to an instability of partner­

ships that must in itself have contributed to the deferment of childbear­

ing until the cturabili ty of the union has been established. The expansion 

in fema.le education rr.ay have played a smaller role in t:rli.s picture. 

http:rig.r:i.ts
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